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1 fvidence of & blind bombing system being in existenes on the Soviet I11~28 jet bom~
ber and of the possibility that it was being utilized prior to the withdrawal of 25X1
$ha T1.0¢e from the Soviel Zone of Geymery has been brought out: |
25X1 '
25X1 |
25X12-. [1-28 type aircraft from the very
first, when they were observed in »ast Garmany ouring the spring of 1951, were al-
ready equipped with & large ventrel turrat on the underside of the fuselage. It
was determined that this was neither a gun station mnor an entrance hatch but that
the blister was most probably a redome for the entenne d 8 ground observation radar
set, combined posslbly with a bomb aiming device. This was especially hore out by
25X1 the aimilarity to the cowlings of the Meddo, Rotterdam and Berlin devices. As of
the end of 1952, there had been nc information which indicated that I1-28s were actu-~
ally equipped with one of these type radar sets.
2
25X1 the S ‘ e Wl ucing special tubes for blind
bowbing devices. since 1948, the production
of the tube plent at Moscow-Fryaszinc has Tncluded 3-ci and 10-cn mag.ztrons and
that since 1947 clystrons were being developed there. Televislo -
5 i 1v developed at ancther institute.
25X1 5 Feddo se S oeing mass produced
at Saratov and that the production of ihe Portinent 3 ce magnetron had been transfer~
red from Fryazino to Saratov since 1948. The productiion of 3-cm magnetrens and
clystrons for the Meddo set at Saratou, of magnatrons, clystrons and telovieion tubes
at Fryesinc and of clystrons in the Sveilsna Plant at Leningred has been confirmed
25X1
the month~
25X1 Ty output of megnetrons at Fryezino at & to 120 unita. | |
25X1 | iproduetion of 3-cm megnetrons and modulation tubes at Fryazino.
A
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It is most definitely belleved, by the avvargesent of the units on a level plane

and by the construction details which are clearly shown, that these objents are
ground torget reflectors used in conjumctior with rader conirolled approach ané

bewb aiming devices. The reflectors are cube-shaped  and have throe open sides

which are covered with sheetmetel. The base plates of the reflectors ,vhen viewed from
@abov6  gprecr diemond shaped and all the vidts face in tion. The :
only difference that may be noted in the fovr rcflectors is

in the angle of the base plate, vhich points alternately up or down. Taese Typss

of reflectors, reflect radar reys in the direction of incidence, {sirilar to op-

tical reflectors) and are also veed by the Westorn Fowers as target represente-

tions for airborne radar seta. The sigral sent out ny the radar device in the
approaching aircrafh, sirikes the angles 1hesa return she sigpal whieh in turn
rroduces a light point on the screen of the Feddo or similar radsr set, thereby
indicating the course or target. ‘

The Annexis| | treining activities observed at the Gadow Rogsow -
and KunmersdorT terget rabges itdisating toat, since the spring of 1932, 11-28
pombers had practiced night bombing. The bombing activitles at Gadow Rossow,

on 9 April 1953, with & low cloud base ani ne ground visibility, are evidence

of blind bombing praciices. During August srd Ducember 1952, proliminary training
for blind bomwbing,i.e. flashes while the aircraft were over the target, was slso
observed at.the Kunmersdorf terget range. The antension of the restricted srea and
explosicns of bombs far sway from the taruet also indicated initial blind bombing
training. Evidence of blind bombing praciize wac aleo obiained on 21 February 1953
ard 1 April 1953, when bombs were dropped in hexvy fog..

T4 ig particularly ncteworthy that, during the summer of 1953, night bombing by I11l-
-10s wae practiced but ground view was achieved by the use of searchlighte mariing
the target aree and wiith the aircraft flying with pesition lights set.

1t is conciuded, that J1-2¢ type bombers vre most probably equippsd with Meddo
blind bombing devices and that the crews vere boing trained in the use of these
asets in Fast Germany. This is based on the infermation of  the production of tubes
for the Meddo set ab Fryazinc and of the eniire set in SaratoV; from the identifi-
cation of the radomes for the antemna of » blisa bomiing deviee on the 1i=-28 and

f‘rmn| |t.hese appular reflsctors for radar air to ground observye-~
tion s&%8 The ARG Tossoyw and Kummersdorf bembing vanges. and by the actual biind

bombing which was practiced by Ii-28 type bombers at both of these locations.
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Ubssrvatiouy kiade al Gadow lioasow and suwmersdorf Target Liounds

25X1 Late of iwe of v
25X1 Ubservation Ghgervation Ubservation
B —

Uctober 1951 . &o pnight bombing wae observed pricr to this date.

i3 and 20 narch 4 p.m. Jet bombers dropped clusters of gignal lights, aud gave air v air signal [lashes,

1052
5 Aprdl 195z dat aircraft flew overhead hidden %y %he slouds.
4 Aogust 1952 at night Jet bombers identified by their silhcuettes dropped individusl bombs with tracer column or
eApivaive and pyrolechiical LUwos.
<7 August 1952 11:30 p.a. Jet bombers were heard dropping three individual bombs.

Lode 6330 pom. Jeb bombers drepped three pyrotechnical bombs,

Ko bowblng was practiced. Tasgel range wes returaed Lo verdti cuallbuiil
A strong target ceonstruction unit sarrived later,

3 Larch 1953 prior to 10 p.w. et bowbers were heard dropping individual bombs, including many with tracer columns.
& wareh 1953 prior to 11 p.a.
9 karch 1933 at night
12 wareh 1953 at night
12 warch 1953 fargets; duwmies of guns and small iron angies were erecied. ¥wo bLrucks of the bomber regiment
stationed at lierneuchen which is equippsd with ill-28s were obaerved.
i3 warch 1953 atu uight vet bombers were dropping bowbs, including wany with tracer coluans.
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5 Larch 1953
& warch 1943
1 4pril 3953
2 April 1953
3 April 1953
9 April 1953

7 August 1982

8 August 1952

29 anad 30
apgust 1952

3 and 4 Lecenter
1952

10 secewber 1952

21 Febriary 1903

at night
ab night
at eight
a3t night
$:30 a.m. Lo

3:30 p.m,
noon Lo 4 p.m.

11130 pum. Yo
045 a.m.

9:3G p.m. L0
[SH K

at night

at night

set bombers were

drepping iadivideal baabs, including many wibh lrager coluans.

{the target waa marked by burning oil drume)

AL low cloud bese, without ground visibility, ingividual bombs

Jel bombers were heard dropping individual

iee

st poubers dropped individuad bowds.

aiphn borbing with ground

Jet bowbers dropped individual bowbs.

:. 'Yhere was & »/10 overcasti.

boubs .

wicw.

Jet bombers dropped two bombs gach. there wag 2

Jet bombers dropped individual bowbs, The restricied area was estended.

chaerved while jet bombers Llew over the target range.

cluse t¢ Sperenberg.

Jat bombera dropped irdividual bombs in hazy weather and bad visibiiity.
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7710 overcast,

rlash lights were observed while jet bombers flew cver the targel range.

sere drepped by jet pouberd.

powbds exploded
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Dats of
Cobservation

Time of
Cbservation

CGbservation

16 Larch 1953

1 April 1953

19 tpedl to
12 June 1953
18 to 27
september 1953

at aight

Jet bombers dropped individual boubs with tracer columns.

A formation of jet bombers flew over the target area, each time dropping six bombs.
There was heavy fog and the aircrafi were not seen.

dey bombzrs dropped boubs with tracer columns,

1l=10s with position lights set, dropped bombs into an area marked by searchlights.
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